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A Message from Marion….

Dear RFFA Members and Friends,

I am writing to ask for your help!
RFFA is sponsoring an important
Medical Mission in Nairobi, Kenya,
for the orphans and vulnerable
children of that area in mid-
September of this year.  We need
medica l  and non-medica l
volunteers.  Please consider joining
us in this important effort.

And, we are looking forward to
seeing all of you in at the Rotary
International Convention at RFFA’s
special breakout session on
Wednesday, June 18 from 2 p.m. to
3 p.m.  and our Annual Meeting is
on Tuesday, June 17, from 1:30 to
2:30 p.m.  Please join us as we need
your help and support.  I am
sincerely looking forward to seeing
all of you again this year.

Warmest regards,
Marion Bunch
Founder and Chair
Copyright 2008, Rotarians for Fighting AIDS, Inc., Anne
Glenn, Editor
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A Message from
RFFA Vice-

Chairman, Mark
Doyle

I am only one
But I am one

I cannot do everything
But I can do something

That which I can do I must
do

And that which I must do
By the grace of God I will

do
Edward Everett Hale 1822 - 1909

The above quotation is one PDG
Mark uses frequently during his
travels around Africa and, most
recently, in Australia with John
Glassford.  Everywhere he goes, he
has been asked to repeat and share
this personal message of
dedication and service to others.
We offer it now to all RFFA
members since it describes you
and your commitment to our
endeavors so eloquently.
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Seeking all RFFA Volunteers

for an Important Medical Mission!!!
Rotarians For Fighting AIDS, in alliance with DGN
7390 Connie Sparks of the U.S., the Rotary Clubs of
Marietta, GA, Dunwoody, GA, Lebanon North, PA,
Coolamon NSW Australia, Nairobi North, Kenya and
Rotary Districts 6900 and 7390 will sponsor a large
medical trip to Nairobi, Kenya, in mid-September.
The medical teams will conduct a two week
preventative health care marathon, treating
primarily children living in the townships of Kibera
and Mathare.  This medical mission is part of a
larger project focused on youth prevention of AIDS.

Optometry Team
Optometrists will examine eyes of local adults and
children.  They travel with all the equipment
necessary to conduct exams and to produce
prescriptions for glasses.  We hope to provide 2000
pairs of glasses for those people who require them.
Frames will be brought to Kenya and offered free
by international partners.  Money obtained from
Matching Grants will allow the local manufacture of
the lenses.  Visiting Team members will be partners
of volunteer Kenyan Optometrists who will assist
with local languages and customs as well as eye
conditions common to the communities.

Dental Team
Dentists will provide instruction on proper dental
care and administer 3,000 fluoride treatments to
children at least 5 years old.  While the team plans
to furnish the necessary equipment, supplies will be
purchased locally with Rotary Matching Grant
funds.

Pediatric and Gynecology Team
Teams of medical team professionals plan to
provide general Pediatric medical and diagnostic
care for local children in addition to treatment for
women with Gynecological problems.  As a part of
their mission, this Team teaches preventive method
of HIV/AIDS to this population.  Surgery can be
performed on a need only basis.

Water Team
A team of international engineers will drill a deep
water well on a site determined by the host partner

Rotarians, and all international partners.  Local
Rotarians will gain permission to dig the well and
Matching Grants funds will be used to cover part of
the total costs.

Sign Up to Volunteer
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RFFA Joins “The Partnership for an HIV-Free
Generation” in Kenya

Children of Kenya

Who we will help

The US State Department chose Rotarians for Fighting AIDS to
become an implementation partner for its newest youth
prevention of AIDS project.  This project, led by the Office of
the Global AIDS Coordinator, will launch in June 2008 at the
pilot site in Nairobi, Kenya.   

While it remains in the developmental planning stage, the
project envisions ground-breaking approaches to HIV
prevention targeting youth.  Funded by The President’s
Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief, the HIV-Free Generation in
Kenya project embraces partners from the world’s business
community, blending their talent, innovative products and
services with those offered by international non-governmental
organizations currently working at the community level in
Kenya.  The ambitious concept is to develop the pilot program
in Nairobi to reduce new HIV infections by 50% in five years.
With a successful pilot established, the program will be
expanded throughout Kenya and eventually to all of Sub-
Saharan Africa.   

As an “Implementation Partner”, Rotarians, through RFFA, will
initially conduct a Medical Mission beginning in September,
2008.  Teams of physicians, dentists, optometrists, and nursing
professionals, accompanied by Rotarian volunteers from
around the world in partnership with Kenyan Rotary Clubs, will
work for 10 days with youth living in three slum areas of
Nairobi to deliver basic medical care and health screenings.
(Please see Medical Mission Story on page   ).

As the project unfolds, plans for Rotarians to undertake
activities supporting the education of these youth are being
prepared.  Some of the activities envisioned are funding
through Orphan Rescue, basic living support through
additional Kidz Clubs, providing matching grants and local
business internship opportunities for training and skills
development, mentoring, entrepreneurial training combined
with micro financing and business leadership development.
Rotarians are the critical connection between the project’s
partnering organizations and actual work on the ground in
Nairobi.

The President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) will
contribute $16.5 million USD the first year to this project.
Private sector partners include Warner Bros., Nike Foundation,
Microsoft, Intel, Junior Achievement, MTV Networks, plus the
Gates Foundation, the Coca-Cola Africa Foundation, and the
K a i s e r  F a m i l y  Founda t ion ,  a m o n g  others.
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What Is An ORK?
The ORK, Orphan Rescue Kit, is made up of
basic items that a child needs to survive
and get ahead in life.  O.R.K. is an initiative
of Coolamon, Australia, Rotary Club,
designed to assist African orphan children.

The idea of providing tangible Orphan
Rescue Kits germinated in the mind of John
Glassford and 15 fellow Aussies who
visited the Mathare slums in 2007 as a part
of their “Kili Climb” fundraiser.

Realizing that this slum was inhabited by
thousands of orphan children, they created
basic needs kits which Rotarians may
purchase, in total or in part, through the
ORK website.  Included in each kit
(actually a backpack), are school supplies,
a school uniform, essential cleanliness and
sanitation items, shoes, food and a soccer
ball.  Each ORK is made in the country
where it is needed with all materials
sourced locally, giving the local people a
way to earn a living.

To learn more, save a child and create
employment visit the ORK website or
come to the RFFA Booth at the International
Convention in Los Angeles and see for
yourself.

THE COCA COLA
AFRICA
FOUNDATION
HOLDS AFRICA
PARTNER
MEETING

Rotarians For Fighting AIDS is a primary
health partner of The Coca Cola Africa
Foundation (TCCAF) on the continent of
Africa.  In April of this year, TCCAF held a
meeting in Pretoria, South Africa with all
their partners.  The purpose was to allow
all partners across the continent to meet
each other, share thoughts, ideas and
challenges as well as to create greater
synergy, understanding and power to
effect change.  Vice-Chair, Mark Doyle
represented RFFA in this ground breaking
meeting which was attended by The Coca-
Cola Company CEO Neville Isdell and
TCCAF Chair, William Asiko.

TCCAF provided $1.3 Million USD in funds
to RFFA  for a three year period to support
an Orphans and Vulnerable Children
program in six African countries of which
PEPFAR/USAID is the primary funder. In
addition, they recently pledged support
funding for the Medical Mission in Kenya.
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Don't Miss RFFA a t
the!Los Angeles

Convention
Rotarian concern for the!worldwide fight
against HIV/AIDS!highlights!this year's
Convention.!!Listed below are key events.!

MONDAY, JUNE 16, 2 to 3 p.m., Room
502B:! ! Breakout Session:! "The RAGS to
Results Story:! The Impact of Rotarian
Action Groups on World Community
Service". ! This session discusses "RAGs",
who!they are, what!they accomplish, how a
group becomes!one, and how a RAG works
with Rotary clubs and districts.!!! RFFA, as a
member of this!panel, will discuss the unique
work!our RAG accomplishes.!!
!
TUESDAY, June 17, 7 to 9 a.m., Wilshire
Grand Hotel:! An All Africa Breakfast. !
President Wilf Wilkinson has "reached out to
Africa" this year and this!is a great place to
meet!African Rotarians!with projects that
need!international partners.!
TUESDAY, June 17, 1:30 to 2:30
p.m.,!RFFA Annual Meeting. !!!All!RFFA
m e m b e r s  a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  to
attend.!!Come!hear!RFFA's
accomplishments!and challenges during
2007-2008.!!Share y o u r  C lub ’s  or
District's!HIV/AIDS activities and request
help from!other global RFFA members.!!!

WEDNESDAY, June 18, Morning Plenary
Session. ! Mr. William Asiko, President of The
Coca Cola Africa Foundation (a RFFA partner
in six African countries) will speak!on
public/private partnerships and!the needs of
Africa.  !
WEDNESDAY, June 18,!2 p.m. to 3 p.m.,
Petree Hall C:! Breakout Session:! "The
AIDS Pandemic:! An Interactive Workshop
for Clubs & Districts". !!Learn how
RFFA !helps Rotar ians,  C lubs  and
Districts!effectively initiate and contribute to
AIDS projects!at either the community or
international level.!!

Anchor Partnership
Expands On the
African Continent

The African Network for Children
Orphaned and At Risk is a RFFA
Partnership with HOPE Worldwide, The
Coca-Cola Africa Foundation, and Emory
University Schools of Public Health and
Nursing.  Now, this unique partnership has
expanded its vital support for children into
the country of Mozambique.

Prior to the Mozambique expansion,
ANCHOR has been working in the
countries of South Africa, Botswana,
Zambia, Kenya, Nigeria and Cote d’Ivoire
with the financial assistance of PEPFAR and
TCCAF.   Anchor work in the country of
Mozambique is funded solely by the
Canadian Government, CRCID (Canadian
Rotarians for International Development)
and leading Rotary Clubs across Canada.
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SPEAK UP FOR RFFA
We are establishing a world-wide
speakers' Bureau for ROTARIANS FOR
FIGHTING AIDS, INC.  We need Rotarians
willing to talk with other Rotarians as well
as interested community groups about this
global AIDS pandemic and RFFA's work in
ten African countries.

Educating ourselves and others about the
facts surrounding HIV/AIDS allows
Rotarians to speak about this terrible
disease with authority, but without stigma.
RFFA Board Members speaking in Clubs
and Districts throughout the world see the
results of our efforts.  Rotarians joined
RFFA, contributed to Orphan Rescue, and
obtained matching grants with RFFA
shared projects, or started their own AIDS
initiatives.   At the very least you may be
saving the life of someone's child or
grandchild by providing accurate
information about the spread of HIV/AIDS.

RFFA provides the up-to-date information
you need to Speak Up for RFFA.  You
provide the energy and set your speaking
dates. Speakers from all countries are
welcome and needed.  .  Speak Up for
RFFA  participants must be Rotarians of
good standing, willing to speak a minimum
of four times a year and be current RFFA
members. To sign up or start a
conversation about becoming a Speak Up
for RFFA Rotarian Volunteer, contact RFFA
Board Member Deborah Schultz at
transborders1@cs.com  or submit the
attached form.  We'll be in touch with you.
Please join us in helping at risk children
affected by HIV/AIDS stay in their
communities and stay in school.

Application

YES!
I'll SPEAK UP

FOR ROTARIANS
FOR FIGHTING

AIDS
NAME______________________
____________________________
____________________________
CLUB_______________________
____________________________
DISTRICT___________________
YEARS IN
ROTARY and ACTIVITIES-
___________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
MEMBER
RFFA_______________________
EMAIL______________________
____________________________
PHONE_____________________
KNOWLEDGE OF HIV/AIDS
OR SPECIAL
INTEREST___________________
____________________________
____________________________
(NOT REQUIRED TO SPEAK UP)
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The rethink of AIDS policies: Some
experts are reemphasizing proven,

low-tech prevention methods
By Craig Timberg

The Washington Post   Nov. 1, 2007

DURBAN, South Africa - Few cases of AIDS
have been as closely scrutinized as that of
a former South African  prostitute named
Beauty. Scientists know when this 40-year-
old woman became infected, how her
body responded and what happened as
her immune system collapsed.

But when the subject turns to how Beauty
might have been protected from the AIDS
virus in the first place, scientists have few
good leads. This fall, pharmaceutical giant
Merck & Co. halted study of one of the
most promising possibilities, a genetically
engineered vaccine being tested on four
continents, because it simply did not work.

After this latest setback, and with billions
of dollars spent on research over more
than two decades, scientists say they do
not know when -- if ever -- a vaccine will
be available…The news has been nearly
as bad for other technological solutions,
including vaginal microbicides, one-a-day
prevention pills and diaphragms.  "We are
really groping in the dark," said Salim S.
Abdool Karim, director of the Center for
the AIDS Program of Research in South
Africa, in the seaside city of Durban .

The recent string of failures has sent
scientists back to the lab, where, by
studying the first months of infection in
subjects such as Beauty, they hope to
unlock some of the most enduring
mysteries of HIV, the virus that causes
AIDS.  But as they do, pressure is building
from other experts to shift attention away
from technological fixes. They favor
devoting more of the world's $10 billion
annual AIDS spending to proven, lower-
tech strategies against HIV, such as
circumcising men, promoting sexual

monogamy and making birth control more
easily available to infected women.  “It's
criminal not to put money into the things
that work, and the things that work are
relatively inexpensive," said Malcolm
Potts, a professor at the University of
California at Berkeley  and former head of
Family Health International, a research
group with extensive experience in
fighting AIDS. "We're spending money in
the wrong places."

A Difficult Target for Vaccines – The
virus  has proved a difficult target in part
because it hijacks the immune system,
turning the body's own defense
mechanisms against it. Then the virus
mutates so quickly that a tactic that works
one week might be obsolete the next.
Because nobody has ever been able to rid
their body entirely of the virus, scientists
say they do not know what a successful
immune response would even look like --
making it harder to know how to provoke
one with a vaccine.

Technology vs. Reality - A technology
that has worked in highly controlled
settings often fails in the context of actual
sexual behavior.  Hospitals routinely use
antiretroviral drugs, for example, to
prevent infections in doctors and nurses
stuck by HIV-infected needles. But when
researchers asked healthy West African
women to take such medicine every day,
the difference in infection rates was so
small that scientists could not determine
whether the medicine worked.  Condoms
can block HIV but are not used routinely
enough to reverse the widespread
epidemics in sub-Saharan Africa .

(Continued  page 8)
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Researchers have struggled to prove the
effectiveness of other popular and heavily
funded strategies. Theories about the
ability of HIV testing and counseling to
encourage safer sexual behavior also
remain unproved.  Most studies have
found that making HIV testing more
available does not slow the spread of the
virus, and a rigorous new one published
recently in the publication JAIDS found the
virus spread most swiftly among those with
the greatest access to testing and
counseling.

For a study of people at high risk for HIV,
Beauty came each month to a clinic that
had muffins and hot tea. Researchers
tested her for HIV and gave her free
condoms, extensive AIDS counseling and a
modest stipend.  Yet when one of her
regular customers -- a truck driver who
paid about $35 per visit, four times the
going rate -- insisted on not using
condoms, she chose to risk contracting a
lethal disease.  "I heard about it, but I
didn't think it would happen," she said.
"Your heart just tells you, you won't get it."
The unpredictable nature of human
behavior helps explain the enduring allure
of a vaccine. If one could be found, a
single needle stick -- or maybe two or
three -- would confer a degree of lifetime
protection.

New push in old direction - As efforts to
find a vaccine or other new technological
tool against AIDS have faltered, the
science behind several existing but lower-
tech approaches has grown stronger.
Three studies in three African countries
have found that circumcising men lowers
their chance of contracting HIV by about
60 percent. And like a vaccine,
circumcision offers lifelong protection.
Research shows that public campaigns
encouraging monogamy also helped
reduce the pace of new infections in
Uganda, Kenya and perhaps Zimbabwe . In
each nation, falling rates of multiple sexual
relationships led to declines in HIV
infection rates.

Numerous studies have demonstrated that
making birth control easily available to
women with HIV gives them the power to
keep from having babies who might
contract the virus. Providing antiretroviral
drugs to pregnant women also limits
transmission to babies, but the medicine
now reaches only one in 10 African women
who need it.

These approaches do not attract the
money or attention enjoyed by potential
technological fixes. A recent U.N. report
calling for massive new spending on AIDS
projected only about 1 percent of the
money funding either circumcision or
efforts to change sexual behavior.

Potts, the Berkeley  professor, said the time
has come to shift priorities toward existing
strategies, however imperfect.  "If we're
defeated in one area, we pull our troops
back and attack somewhere else. That's
what we're failing to do," he said. "We
need a military response.” © 2007 The
Washington Post DURBAN, South Africa.
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